VISITING TIPS...

*  Enjoy, but do not destroy
* Plan a full day to travel & explore
* Be safe, drive slow, pull off
the road when visiting attractions
* Mo services available between
Wellington and Myton
« Take plenty of gas, water & food
* Take a camera & binoculars
*  Public lands are closed
to camping
*  The Mine Mile Ranch provides the
only campground (435) 6B37-2572
* Day use picnic areas; Cottonwood
Glen & Daddy Canyon sites provi
restrooms, pavillion and tables ¢
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“Ill Bareent Corperxtion... has bronght rencwed development activisy 1o
Uis arca. . inclestry is becoming moee impontant to the local econcany
as addivional wells are drilled, resulting in rising emplovmen xnd _.-.-
wages.™ ([ The University af Urah, Pedember, 20071
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field atog the plateau above 9 Mile Canyon, Ball Barrett Co
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As a result, the Companys activity has generated millions dl'rld'ﬁh‘.l tﬂ'
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v Bestol all, when BBC is done producing clun-bﬂmlng domestically
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Nine Mile Canyon, a 75 mile long red rock
has bean recognized for well over a can
of the canyon was created by Amesnican
ancestors who lived throughout the
Southwest more than 700

4 YEArs ago.

Recently there have baan!
= art sites in the canyon that|
Bificially been added to the:

more sites 1o be added, The paintings and |
camnvings have brought the canyon walls ali
and transforming them
inlo @ Kind of
newstand
spanning thow-
sands of years
of ancient
Litak life
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Predators in the canyen include the cougar, black bear,
bobcat, coyote and several fox species. Thase are

present in low numbers and will rarely be seen except
for coyotes and foxes.

The most common snakes will be garter, gopher or bull

FHIF“ l" THI m'":“ ﬁHT snakes and the rattle snake. The canyon is home to

Successions of people and cultures have lived in Nine Mile several lizard species including the sagebrush lizard
Canyon for at least 8,000 years. In Nine Mile Can'g.-'_nn, I_|ke and homed lizard.

no place else, a legacy of rock art from these prehistoric
cultures is preserved. You will see examples of the artwork

of ancient tribes and most recently, the Lites. By far, the +
mest prolific fock artists were members of what archaeolo-
gists call the Fremont Culture. The Fremont lived in the
Canyon for nearly a thousand years before they moved

away around 1200 A.D.

While the canyon includes all types of archaeological
sites, it is the abundance of well-preserved rock art that
makes Nine Mile Canyon most famous. This legacy on
stone is unique and irreplaceable. Our knowledge of thesa
past groups comes only from the artwork and artifacts they
left behind. That is why it is not appropriate to add to the
rock art. Qur culture is well-documented in other ways.

Many moedern native paople consider these rock art sites
sacred. Please show respect to the past and present.
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ine Mile Canyon is part of a 70 mile Backcountry
Byway. There are several stories about how Ming
Mile Canyon received its name. Perhaps the most accu-
rate took place when John Wesley Powell was exploring
the Green River in 1868, The expedition’s cartographer
used a nine mile transect for mapping and the Canyon
retained that name.
3 Nine Mile Canyon is a natural conduit through the
L% Book Clitfs between the Price River drainage and the
; Uintah Basin. Over time many people have traveled
through the canyoen from Mative Americans, including the
Fremont and Lite, to the 9th Cavalry who built the road, to
the settlers and freighters hauling goods from Price to the
Uintah Basin. Each has left traces in Nine Mile that
include rock art, historic inscriptions, telegraph poles and
homesteads. Mow it is your turn to experience the cultural r ] 1% L
and natural wonders of Nine Mile Canyon. 5 = e ’
h " 5 - ‘

A LANOGSCAPE OF ROCK

PLANT LIFE

Predominant trees along the creek include cottonwood,
; poplar and native willows, Other exotic species include
T the Tamarisk and Russian Olive. Al higher elevations,

pinion-juniper woodland gives way to aspens, mountain
- brush, along with firs, spruce and pines.

The most common understory vegetation is sagebrush
and grass along with rabbit brush, greasewood, salt-
bush, tactus, Brigham tea & others.

Journey through Utah’s

— historic Nine Mile Canyon
Approximately 55 million years ago, the rock you see in and explore the landscape
Mine Mile Canyon formed from lake sediments. When “"‘n"ri P ! P
8 the area was uplifted, Nine Mile Creek began cutting the Nine Mile Canyon is most noted for members of the deer , of rock, discover the rock
B canyon you see today. The sediments of the lake bottom family, such as elk and mule deer. They are most commoniyg art of ancient people, and
LY/ formed massive sandstones and shales. A geologic observed at dawn or dusk feeding in the fields. travel the road used by the
accidant mada this sandstona an ideal canvas for the £ .
prehistoric rock artist. It formed large, smooth, pro- Bigharn sheep and Bison were once the most common big Utes, the military, the freighters, —
tected faces, soft enough for the prehistoric artist to games species in the canyon, bg{ved on how 1requerﬂwm the ranchers, and all manner of 58
peck out a design, yet resilient enough to resist the they were depicted in rock art. Bison were present in t :
L images eroding away, canyon during occupation by the Fremont culture, EXP;D;em’ﬂ{mm greisay
1 and modern.
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RANARY ¥ N8 - Mite Marker 38.8

e cumnmuheranmlamuﬂummlnmn-
1 Ml'hnfpt‘almdt:m:\mpaumr‘ras This example is close to the road
and not too far above ground level. The front wall has washed away,
which offers a chance to look inside at the construction techniques used
by the ancients 1o build the stnsctures, Mearby Range Creek is home to
numMerous examples ranging from this size to some well over gight feet
tall, Granaries in other areas of LMah have been found comaining
comcobs or wild grass seeds.

DABGY CANYON COMPLEX - mile Marker 43.8

lead you along the cliff faces
that confain both Fremont and
Ute era rock art, then will loop
back 1o the road or parking
area, A unique Framont anthro-
pomorph (human figure) pecked
into the black desert vamish and
a panel containing what may be
. = astory of Ute Indians participat-
4 ing in & traditional Lhe elk hunt.
. LUte warmiors can be seen riding
. each with a nderless

harse in tow, which would be used
.Mmumnm
hunt. Contained in the original ——

document establishing the Lhe
Reservation in Fort Duchesne, Liah,
was an agreement giving the Lites the
right to leave the confines of the |
reserdation and participate in a tradi-
tional elk hunt, This petroglyph could
illustrate such a hunt,
The canmyon probably recaived

its name from Kathedne Nutter when |
she referred o her husband Praston.

one of subsisting on wild grasses and other
d gather on foot, to one of hunting bison on the
d the Plains Indian culture and religion

bigon, th 'wurhgulhruhmnmd hides

Hl'l"ﬂll!i_lllll BLEN
PICNIC AREA

= Mile Marker 27.2

The Cottorwood Glen picnic site
began life in the latter 1800
when the south side of the old
cabin was built as part of a
ranching homestead. The north
side of the cabin was added

She was much younger than him
mﬂ“ In mlhrgr?:h and always refermed 1o him as
“Daddy,” “Daddy Dearest” and “My

. : Daddy” in her letters 1o him,

GATE CANYOM

- Mile Marker 43.6 & 46
The US Sth Cavalry, a regiment of African
Americans, built the Nine Mile road and telegraph
ling to service the military post at Fort Duchesne,
Reminders of the Army in the canyon today are
the distinctive iron telegraph poles. To see what
the: road was really like and the construction ~ ©
done by the Sth Cavalry, hike this foot trail
batween Gate Canyon and Walls Dvaw. Thisis
an original read segment that is undisturbed by
subsequent construction and maintenance.

FREMONT VILLAGE

= Mile Marker 45.5 .
A trail leads visitors up the hill 1o the remains of
a Fremont era pit house. A re-creation of an }

actual pit house documented in Nine Mile
Canyon can be seen at the College of
astern Utah Prehistoric Museum in Price.
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Discover prehistoric artwork, structures and
: artifacts spanning 8,000 years along the
R 70 mile backcountry byway.
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e T ML tained a fire pit, a banch circling the
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were dug T *ﬁ-
partially “, TR _"_'-_#_T};
underground
then covered with
a log suparsiructure,

which was covered

v

outside and sometimes an opening providing fresh
outside air could be found. Small storage niches were com-
monly found arcund the cutside walls of the structures.

BIG BUFFALO SITE - mite Marker 45.7

The largest buffalo petroglyph that is known in the
canyon is located at the end of this trail across
Cottonwood Canyon. Also, look for the trail that leads
north from there where you can find other rock art
panels including a pregnant buffalo, various zoomorphs
{animals), anthropomorphs (human figures) and several
amazing pictographs.

GREAT HUNT PANEL

- Mile Marker 45.9
The Great Hunt panel is one of the most
recognizable petroglyph panels, It has appeared in
National Geographic magazine and has been used
numerous times as an example of Fremaont rock an
Scholars beliove it might represent an actual bigha
sheap hunt and wildlife biologists baliave it aapm
scene in late November or early December
herds meet for the fall n
time of year when th o
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